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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 23.9.3 of the Code, is to 
conserve the specific name Amalia kaleniczenkoi Clessin, 1883 (currently Tandonia 
kaleniczenkoi, MILACIDAE) for a terrestrial slug by giving it precedence over its senior 
subjective synonym Amalia retowskii Bottger, 1882. 
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1. Amalia kalenzkoi Clessin, 1883 (currently spelled as kaleniczenkoi) (p. 39) was 
introduced for a terrestrial slug species from the Crimea (Ukraine), later also found 
in Romania and Turkey. The identity of this nominal species has never been disputed 
(Tryon, 1885; Simroth, 1901; Likharev & Rammelmeyer, 1952; Likharev & Wiktor, 
1980; Wiktor, 1987, 1994, 2007 and others). 

2. The name Amalia retowskii Böttger, 1882 (attributed to “Cless.’, p. 98) was 
mentioned in the description of Amalia hessei Böttger, 1882 from Greece with a brief 
description indicating only the presence of 12—13 furrow folds. Later, this name was 
considered to be a senior synonym of Amalia kaleniczenkoi (see Welter-Schultes, 
2012) and, erroneously, as a nomen nudum (Likharev & Wiktor, 1980; Wiktor, 1987; 
and others). In view of its brief description Amalia retowskii could be considered a 
nomen dubium. No type specimens are known to exist. Böttger attributed the name 
to Clessin, but the type materials for Clessin’s names are mainly unknown, including 
Amalia kaleniczenkoi and all other taxa introduced from the Crimea (Sysoev, 
Schileyko, 2009). As currently understood the species differs from Amalia cristata 
Kaleniczenko, 1851 (currently Tandonia cristata, also from the Crimea) mainly by 
features of its reproductive system and coloration (Likharev & Wiktor, 1980; Wiktor, 
1987), but not by the number of the furrow folds. After its original description, the 
name Tandonia retowskii (Böttger, 1882) was not used as valid until 2012 (Balashov 
& Gural-Sverlova, 2012; Welter-Schultes, 2012), except by Welter-Schultes on the 
website http://www.animalbase.org/ and some other Internet sites. Welter-Schultes 
(2012) concluded that Amalia retowskii Böttger, 1882 was not a nomen nudum and 
should be used for this species instead of the junior synonym Amalia kaleniczenkoi 
Clessin, 1883. This, however should not be followed because Amalia retowskii should 
have been declared a nomen oblitum under Article 23.9.2 of the Code, as the 
conditions of both Articles 23.9.1.1 and 23.9.1.2 were met. Clessin’s name has been 
used in more than 25 published works published by more than 10 authors in the last 


4 Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 71(1) March 2014 


50 years (Damjanov & Likharev, 1975; Likharev & Wiktor, 1980; Wiktor, 1983, 
1987, 1994, 2007; Grossu, 1983; Schütt, 1996, 2001, 2005, 2010; Popov et al., 1997; 
Popov & Beskaravajnyj, 1998; Popov, 1999; Sverlova, 2003; Korol, 2003; Sverlova & 
Gural, 2005; Kantor & Sysoev, 2005; Wiktor & Jurkowska, 2007; Sverlova et al., 
2007; Egorov, 2008; Sysoev & Schileyko, 2009; Leonov, 2009; Balashov, 2012; 
Gural-Sverlova & Gural, 2012 and others). Balashov & Gural-Sverlova (2012, p. 98) 
used the name Amalia retowskii as a valid senior synonym of Amalia kaleniczenkoi. 
However, that was not done deliberately by the authors, but was the decision of the 
editor apparently following a reviewer’s suggestion. 

3. Welter-Schultes (2012) argued that the correct spelling is Amalia kalenzkoi 
Clessin, 1883, not Amalia kaleniczenkoi Clessin, 1883, ‘since the misspelling was not 
clear in the original source itself? and it could not ‘be considered as an inadvertent 
error under Art. 32.5’. The species was named in honour of Ukrainian malacologist 
LO Kaleniczenko (1805-1876), who published the first paper on slugs of the Crimea 
(Kaleniczenko, 1851). The species name was probably corrected by Tryon (1885) and 
generally accepted as ‘kaleniczenkoi in all following works except Damjanov & 
Likharev (1975). Therefore, the spelling ‘kaleniczenkoi’ is in prevailing usage and 
should be conserved under Article 33.3.1 of the Code (incorrect subsequent spelling 
in prevailing usage). 

4. The name Amalia kaleniczenkoi Clessin, 1883 is in prevailing usage but cannot 
be conserved without a Commission’s ruling because of the recent citations of its 
little-used senior synonym Amalia retowskii Bottger, 1882. 

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary power to give the name Amalia kaleniczenkoi Clessin, 1883 
precedence over Amalia retowskii Böttger, 1882 whenever the two names are 
considered to be synonyms; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names: 
(a) kaleniczenkoi Clessin, 1883, as published in the binomen Amalia kalenzkoi, 

with the endorsement that it is to be given precedence over the name 
retowskii Böttger, 1882, as published in the binomen Amalia retowskii, 
whenever they are considered to be synonyms; 

(b) retowskii Böttger, 1882, as published in the binomen Amalia retowskii, 
with the endorsement that it is not to be given priority over the name 
kaleniczenkoi Clessin, 1883, as published in the binomen Amalia kalenzkoi, 
whenever they are considered to be synonyms. 
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